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SERMON CXXXVIII. 


——_ 


BY MARK TUCKER, D.D. 


TROY, N. Y. 


MEANS OF A REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Amos vii. 2.—By whom shall Jacob arise ?—for he is small. 


Tue prophet Amos, though of humble origin and occupation, was distinguished 
for the loftiness of his conceptions, and the energy and pointedness of his 
ministrations. In this chapter he is represented as beholding in vision the | 
judgments of God about to visit the people of Israel. His benevolent spirit was 
excited, and he earnestly besought the Lord to stay his anger and avert the 
threatened evils. ‘The text contains the argument of his prayer. If the wast- 
ing calamities denounced should come upon Israel and cut off the sources of 
subsistence, and thus diminish their numbers and weaken their strength, how 
could the Church recover from its depression, how could the breach be repaired ? 
By whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small? ‘The argument prevailed. The 
Lord repented him of the evil and delayed the deserved judgments. 

The text, independent of its particular application, may be regarded as a 
question of great interest to churches under trying circumstances. Jacob re- 
presents the people of God. The obvious import of the inquiry is, 

How sHALL A CHURCH THAT IS SMALL, OR IN A LOW STATE, BE BUILT UP, 
REVIVED, RAISED FROM ITS DEPRESSION ? . 

In furnishing an answer to this question it will be necessary to examine 
those parts of Church history, inspired and uninspired, which record revivals 
of religion In discussing the subject we intend to guard against specula- 
tion and theory, and refer only to facts. “It ought to be distinctly stated, that 
the great principle of God’s moral government is to be acknowledged, as well 
in attempting to promote the salvation of others as in working out our own,—that 
it is God who worketh in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure. For 
it is as true of three thousand as of a few truly converted, that they are born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God ; and after all the well directed and long continued efforts of men to build 
up the Church, it is not by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. 
This should always be mentioned both to chasten pride and to encourage faith. 

The object aimed at is not merely an increase of numbers, but a revival of 
pure and undefiled religion. A numerous or a wealthy church is not necessa- 
rily an efficient one. Numbers often weaken the moral influence. A revival 
of religion is a resuscitation of the graces of God's people, connected with the 
conversion of sinners. Christians then begin to live, for a time, as they ought 
always to live. What question can possess more interest to a minister or a 
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church, than this,—how can the number of deeply pious, devoted servants of 
Christ be increased ? 

I. The first step preliminary to every other, is A PREPARATION OF THE SOIL, 
Thus saith the Lord, break up the fallow ground, and sow not thorns. 
Every church, from which the converting influences of the Spirit are drawn, 
must have within it some evils which need to be removed. For the Lord is with 
a people, while they are with him; if they seek him, he will be found of them, but 
if they forsake him he will forsake them. When his special presence is with- 
drawn they have provoked him by their sins. A single Achan may arrest the 
victories of Zion. ‘The message from Zion’s King to such a church is, 
Cast ye up, cast yep, prepare the way, tuke up the stumbling-block out of the 
way of my people. Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break 
up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain 
righteousness upon you. If the sin of broken vows, of blood-guiltiness, of 
worldly conformity, of idolatrous pursuit of wealth or honor, of contention and 
strife, of alienation of heart among brethren attach to the garments of professors, 
the evil must be ferreted out and repented of before a blessing can be expected. 
In many cases the observance of a day of humiliation and prayer in the Church 
has been followed by happy results. The people of God, humbled for past 
delinquency, deeply affected to think of the ruin they have been instrumental 
of bringing upon sinners, by the unchristian examples they have set, the levity 
and folly of their lives, their remissness in duty, and especially their reluctance 
to speak to them on the subject of salvation, have openly and publicly made 
confession before the world, and renewed their covenant before the Lord. 

IL. As there is a fixed and invariable connexion between the faith and faith. 
fulness of God’s people and the conversion of sinners, the Church is next to be 
urged TO CULTIVATE A SPIRIT OF GRACE AND SUPPLICATION. ‘This is agreeable 
to the order mentioned in prophecy. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, It shall 
yet come to pass, that there shall come people and the inhabitants of many 
cities: and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go 
speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seck the Lord of hosts. And again, J will 
pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and supplication. ‘These predictions, it is believed, refer to those 
seasons under the gospel denominated revivals of religion, when multitudes are 
gathered into the kingdom of God. The members of the Church individually 
should be reminded that the success of the cause in a measure depends upon 
them; they are to aim at more spirituality, more habitual seriousness, more 
holiness of heart and energy of character. 

The grace of supplication is uniformly poured upon the members of Christ's 
Church previous to an extraordinary visitation of mercy. This point may be 
illustrated by a reference to facts. -'This was eminently true of the national 
reformation under Josiah, when the whole aspect of the Church was changed, 
and the leaven of piety diffused through the entire mass of the people, when the 
foundations of many generations were rebuilt, and the worship of Jehovah 
was restored. 

The surprising change effected by the ministry of Ezra, that issued in the 
renovation of all Israel, was preceded by special humiliation and prayer. 

Previous to the opening of the windows of heaven to pour out a blessing 
upon the Jews in the days of Malachi, we are told that they that feared the 
Lord spake often to one another; they assembled for social worship and 
united in earnest prayer; and the Lord hearkened and heard it: and a book of 
remembrance was written before him, for them that feared the Lord and that 
thought upon his name. 

A continued season of prayer was connected with the great revival at Jeru- 
salem. The day of Pentecost was fifty days after the resurrection of Christ. 
He was with his disciples forty days speaking of the things pertaining to, the 
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kingdom of God. After he had given them their instructions, he was taken up, 
and a cloud received him out of their sight. Then, it is said, they returned w 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, and when they were come in they went 
up into an upper room, where abode both Peter and James and John, and the rest 
of the apostles: These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. \t appears 
that in a retired place, in an upper room, supposed by some to be the place where 
he celebrated the passover, they spent ten days in prayer. While thus waiting 
for the promised blessing, breathing the atmosphere of devotion, kindling the 
fire of their zeal at the altar of God, bracing themselves to the great work oi 
the ministry by wrestling in prayer, the Spirit of God descended and filled all the 
place where they were assembled. They continued in prayer ; which is the 
only way to wait for the promise. When, therefore, the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, it found them all with one accord in one place; and under no 
other circumstances may the disciples of Christ expect to receive the influences 
of the Spirit. Unity of feeling and of views must characterize that people 
whom the Comforter will visit. : 

There is reason to believe the establishment of the gospel in Philippi, and the 
planting of that flourishing church was connected with the prayers of the pious 
females who met for prayer in that deep retirement on the banks of the river. 

It is especially true of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that God will be in- 
quired of by the house of Israel to do it for them. 

If there have been places which God has seemed to bless with his special 
presence, where this previous waking out of sleep, this rising up in the energy of 
holy faith to take hold of the Covenant, has not been witnessed on the part of his 
people, still upon inquiry it has always been found that some humble, devoted 
Christians, unobserved, have wept in secret over the declension of vital religion, 
the increase of vice and immorality ; and perhaps like the apostles in Jerusa- 
lem, have retired to an upper room to pour out their hearts before God, that he 
would return in his glory and build up Zion. 

We have collected some facts from authentic sources to confirm our position, 
which we deem of vital importance in this discussion, that the effectual, fervent 
prayers of God’s people are intimately connected with’ seasons of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. 

The commencement of that great revival of religion in Easthampton, on 
Long Island, 1764, which in some respects resembled as much the day of Pen- _ 
tecost as any that have since taken place, is thus described by the venerable 
Dr. Buell. “In the beginning of the year 1764, there appeared some hopeful 
tokens that the Lord was preparing his way for a gracious visitation. The ab- 
solute necessity and importance of the Divine influence, in order to the revival 
of religion, became more frequently the subject of serious consideration among 
the godly. Some of the Lord’s people became wrestling Jacobs for the Divine 
influences. Our assemblies grew larger, and their attention more engaged.” 

At the close of an account of a powerful work of God in Bridgehampton, in 
1800, in which great numbers were hopefully brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth, the writer states, “ It may be added that the above revival of reli- 
gion appears to have taken place in answer to prayer. Previous to it, it had 
been a time of long and awful declension. But in the preceding spring, by cer- 
tain communications respecting the revivals of religion in other places, a small 
number of Christians appeared desirous of attending meetings of special prayer 
for Zion. Such meetings were accordingly introduced, and an unusual spirit 
of prayer seemed to be granted.” 

_Afier a full examination of this subject as presented in the numerous detailed 
histories of these favored seasons to Zion; and after fifteen years’ experience, 
we hesitate not to say, that it will generally be found that a spirit of prayer, 
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like John the Baptist, is the harbinger sent to prepare the way for the Messen- 
ger of the Covenant to come to his temple, and for the triumphant entrance 
of Zion’s King in visible power and. majesty in the chariot of his Word. 
If the way of the Lord in his merciful visitation be always thus prepared in 
the hearts of his people, we have a standard by which to judge of the religious 


state of a church. The work of God will advance and prevail in propor.. 


tion to the spirit of prayer that is kept up among his people. If the spirit of 
God be sensibly withdrawn, it proves not so much his sovereignty, as the stupid- 
ity, unbelief, and unfaithfulness of his professed friends. ‘The ministers of 
Jesus will labor with success, their messages will be accompanied with the 
power of the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven, so long as his disciples hold 
up their hands by prayer. ‘This is finely illustrated in the case of Moses 
whose hands were sustained by Aaron and Hur, while Amalek and Israel con- 
tended in Rephidin. (fxod. 17. 8-12.) 

Let the church then that would enjoy a revival of pure and undefiled religion 
give themselves to prayer. When the Lord shall build up. Zion, he will regard 
the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer ; that is, his people will 
come to him feeling their destitution, they will pray as the perishing mendicant 
begs for bread; and while thus pleading as for life, he will not despise, or tum 
away from their prayer. ‘The memorable words of our Lord apply as well to 
the blessing of a gracious visit as to other favors, Ask and ye shall receive, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you ; for every one that asketh 
receiveth, he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

The message of Jehovah to Israel by the prophet Jeremiah may be addressed to 
every church disposed to take measures to secure his special presence. Thus saith 
the Lord, after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you and per- 
form my good word towards you, in causing you to return to this place. For I 
know the thoughts that Ithink towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not 
of evil, to give you an expected end, that is, the end of your faith, your redemp- 
tion from bondage. ‘The language of indolence and false confidence in view of 
such unequivocal declarations, would be, ‘The word of the Lord will stand, the 
vision will come, let us wait for it. But what saith the Scripture? In the next 
sentence it is said, THEN shall ye call upon me ; insiead of tempting Providence, the 
Church shall arise and stir themselves at the sound of going in the tops of the 
mulberry-trees, and ye shall go—some steps are to be taken, some efforts made 
—and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find 
me when ye shall search for me with all your heart. You perceive the degree of 
earnestness with which prayer is to be offered, viz. with all the heart. 

Individuals are not to wait. till the whole church awake, but when God is 
about to revive his work there will be some who will feel the pressure of a 
burden which can be removed only by laying it over upon the arm of the Lord. 
A desire will spring up in the soul for the conversion of sinners which will 
express itself in secret in groanings that cannot be uttered. The imminent dan- 
ger of the impenitent will be so clearly perceived, that they are seen to stand 
on a slippery steep overhanging the burning billows of eternal wrath. The 
bleeding compassion of Jesus will be felt to the very center of the soul. With 
such views and feelings, how can one refrain from strong crying and tears? 
There will be times when the Christian, to use the language of one who has 
been long in the school of Christ, and been honored. in winning souls, has “4 
desire which almost breaks the heart ;—a desire which swallows up every other; 
which is more intense than any one can conceive who has not felt it. The 
man goes bowed down all the day long under sorrows too great for him to bear, 
because men keep not God’s law,—because they are bound to that land of 
darkness from which there is no return. He sees it utterly impossible for him 
to enjoy life any more, unless the Spirit be poured out from on high. Nothing 
in the unive se does he desive so much. Nothing else in the universe will sat- 
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isfy him: The mighty care hangs immoveably upon his heart. It goes with 
him from morning till noon—from noon till night,—and cannot be shaken off 
for any other matter. It is the last to press upon him when he sinks to sleep ; 
it is the first to meet him when he opens his eyes. 

All this is consistent with a sweet sense of dependence vpon God, a full 
conviction that God, who is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to them that 
4h ask him than parents to give good gifis to their children, has reserved the times 


ince 


din 


lous 


ne and seasons in his own hand. If the bursting heart were not relieved by the 
of — that God is on the throne, the conflict would be more than could be 
endure . 
bs Ill. A church that would witness a refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
ses must not only stir themselves up to take hold of the Covenant by fervent, per- 
eis. severing prayer, but they must CULTIVATE A SPIRIT OF DEEP AND LIVING PIETY. 
A temporary excitement, a glow of animal feeling, a flourish of unnatural 
road animation, is not a preparation that is from the Lord; it may gratify vanity and 
F a answer a party purpose, but a permanent blessing will not follow. 
will Usually, befure God revives his work, his people become sensible that it is 
vant high time to awake out of sleep. The evidence that they have more of 
oii the grace of supplication is, that they exhibit more of the life of religion. 
1 0 They become less worldly-minded, more attached to the house of prayer and 
il the sanctuary of God. Wilt thou not revive us again, inquired the Psalmist, 


eth that thy people may rejoic: in thee ? 
Various means are blessed to arouse a slumbering church or more powerfully 
to awaken the increasing interest that is beginning to be felt. Sometimes an 


“ alarming death, sometimes the deep visible distress and pungent conviction of 
‘ett a hardened sinner, or of some important individual, will give new fervor to the 


rT prayers, new vigor to the life, new impulse to the zeal of God’s people. 
The revival at Jerusalem (which, apart from the miraculous appearances 


a which convinced the multitude, but did not affect the character of the work, 
of is the great exemplar and standard of all revivals of true religion,) was preceded 
the by an extraordinary effusion of the Spirit upon the disciples. Even while they 
ext were in the upper room engaged in prayer, suddenly, not unexpectedly, there 
the came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
the where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 
ade fire, (fit emblem of the energy and fervor with which they were to preach the 
ind gospel), and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
of By this anointing they were furnished with the graces of the Spirit, were brought 
under his sanctifying influence. They were more than ever delivered from the 
lis reigning power of sin, became more spiritual in their affections, more heavenly 
fa in their temper, more devoted in their lives. They felt all at once kindling 
rd. within them a holy ardor which could be damped by no obstacle, and were en- 
“ill dued with a fortitude which shrank from no danger. ‘They were filled with the 
-~ consolations of the Spirit, rejoicing more than ever in the fellowship of the 
er saints, the love of Christ, the riches of grace, the communion of the Father, 
he and the hope of heaven. ‘They were also endowed with the gifts of the Spirit, 
ith —-miraculous powers for the furtherance of the gospel. 
st Such special communications of grace to the people of God previous to a 
a large ingathering of souls are not unfrequent. 
‘a That living piety which is always revived in the ehurch when the arm of 
er’ the Lord is revealed, is based upon a knowledge of the great doctrines of the 
‘he gospel, particularly the character, law, and government of God, the divine glory 
af, and wonderful work of Christ, the office and agency of the Spirit,—in a word, 
of the ruin and recovery of man. Hence sound doctrinal preaching, searching . 
ray exhibitions of truth, so far from retarding the work of the Spirit, are of great 
ng service in preparing the way of the Lord. ' ; 
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A church that would receive a blessing must be brought to feel that a higher 
exercise of grace is indispensable; they must put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof; they must rise 
up to greater attainments in godliness. And it is a dark sign (to say nothing 
of the unlovely spirit exhibited) to be unwilling to have the standard of the 
gospel set high, and the delinquency of the church exposed, that they may 
repent and return to the Lord. A spirit of declension, like that of apostacy, 
often shrinks from the light and is opposed to the truth; but the wound must 
be probed, if it is to be healed; the sin must be exposed, if pardon is sought. 

Deep vital piety must be awakened in the church if any permanent results 
are to be looked for; for God blesses nothing else. ‘There may be much ap- 
parent success without it, but nothing that will endure, that will stand the test 
of the last day. Hay, wood, and stubble (by which we are to understand every 
thing of merely human device) will be consumed, the work of the Lord only 
will continue. ‘Talents and wealth and influence have failed, when a few feeble, 
praying Christians have succeeded. One conscientious, holy man is a host. 
The strength of the first Christians was in their piety. Cyprian’s holiness and 
self-sacrificing spirit was the secret of his unparalleled success. The Re- 
formers, more by faith and truth than learning or native energy, succeeded in 
lifting the church from the lowest point of depression to light and life. The 
blessing that was in the Pilgrims is to be sought in their heaven-born Chris- 
tianity. And the Moravians have accomplished wonders because they were filled 
with the Holy Ghost and faith. 

Evangelical truth awakens an unconquerable attachment, an indomitable 
spirit; it kindles an undying flame which many waters cannot quench. He 
only is to be regarded as a gospel Christian, and will be favored in being instru- 
mental of good to others, who holds forth the word of life, whose heart’s desire 
and prayer to God is, that sinners may be saved. 

IV. PLAIN, WELL-TIMED PREACHING is another means of building up the church 
of Christ. It is appointed by the great Head of the Church. Is not my word 
like as the fire and the hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? Thine arrows 
are sharp in the hearts of the King’s enemies, whereby the people fall under thee. 
It pleases God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

It must be plain, or the attention of sinners will be diverted from. the subject 
and from themselves to the splendor of the effort or the labor bestowed upon 
it; it must be affectionate, or the heart will not be unbarred to hear the message ; 
it must be direct and faithful, or the truth will not bear upon the conscience ; it 
must be in season, or the work will not receive an impulse. 

The revival at Jerusalem (to which reference cannot be too frequently made) 
was a result of the preaching of the peculiar doctrines of the gospel. Now, 
when they HEARD this (it was after hearing—Peter’s sermon was the instrument) 
—they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
Men and brethren what shall we do? Peter’s sermon, which became the sword 
of the Spirit to pierce the stout-hearted Jews, is a model of that kind of preach- 
ing which has always been owned of God.. We cannot now attempt to give 
any thing like an analysis of it. ‘The apostle evidently aimed at impressing 
conviction upon the consciences of his hearers, which ought to be the.end of 
all public instruction; for if we fail of convincing the sinner of his guilt, the 
offers of the gospel will be an idle sound to him. 

The truths which the apostle preached were the most humbling to human 
pride, the mest offensive to the natural heart; calculated at once to awaken the 
deepest solicitude and bring the sinner into the dust. So far from offering any 
palliation for their crimes, he aggravated them by every possible circumstance. 
He thrust the charge of murder into their bosom, which pierced like a barbed 
arrow from the quiver of the Almighty. His sermon “was an ocean of 
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terror, and each reflection a wave that overwhelmed and distressed their 
souls.” 

The idea that God is a sovereign, that he worketh all things according to the 
counsel of his own will, that he has all hearts in his hand, and is under no obli- 
gation to save any sinner in his natural state, is considered by many a very 
discouraging doctrine, and one, though acknowledged to be fully taught in the 
Bible, that ought to be very seldom preached. So did not Peter think. He 
brought clearly into view the absolute dependence of the sinner, and his awful 
criminality in opposing the designs of God. The great point is to make the 
rebel sinner feel his guilt, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. ‘The terrors of the Lord are to be preached, but so as to persuade men. 
The grace of the gospel is to be preached, but so as to humble and subdue men 
—to make the sinner sensible of his sin and ingratitude in rejecting it. 

If we examine the records of those revivals of true religion which have 
occurred so frequently in the church, we shall find that the truths usually styled 
the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel have been uniformly the most blessed 
by the Spirit of God. 

“T think I have found,” says President Edwards, in his ‘ Narrative of Sur- 
prising Conversions, “ that no discourses have been more remarkably blessed 
than those in which the doctrine of God’s absolute sovereignty with regard to the 
salvation of sinners, and his just liberty, with regard to answering the prayers, 
or succeeding the pains of mere natural men, continuing such, have been insisted 
on. I never found so much immediate saving fruit, in any measure, of any dis- 
courses I have offered to my congregation, as some from those words, Rom. iii. 
19— That every mouth may be stopped: endeavoring to show from thence that 
it would be just with God for ever to reject and cast off mere natural men.” 

It is not only sermons on revivals but revival sermons, exhibiting the purity 
and extent and righteous sanctions of the divine law, the deep corruption and 
alienation of the heart by nature, the work of the Spirit, justification by faith, 
the duty of immediate repentance and love, which are to accomplish the work 
of quickening the church and saving men. 

If no doctrines should be preached but such as are gratifying to the natural 
feelings, we should have reason to fear that the conversions which would follow 
(if any fruits at all appeared) would be such as would fully evince from,whence 
the power proceeded. No truths but those which bring out the sinner’s guilt, 
and expose his depravity, will ever humble his soul and lead him to Christ. It 
will not do to conceal part of the counsel of God because it may be perverted ; 
to withhold some of the truths of the Bible because the weak and the wavering 
may wrest them to their own destruction. 

Let every minister of the New Testament, who would see the work of the 
Lord prosper in his hand, devote himself to his work, and preach like Baxter 
and Brainerd, like Paul and Peter, endeavoring to make his hearers feel that 
they are lost and perishing sinners, and pointing them at once to the Lamb that 
taketh away the sin of the world; and we shall not want seals to our ministry. 

V. It will be expected that in speaking of the means of promoting a revival 
of religion, I should notice in this connexion PROTRACTED MEETINGS for public 
worship. ‘These are not distinct from, but only a connected method of preach- 
ing the gospel—a concentrated use of this great instrumentality. 

These meetings have become so common among evangelical Christians of 
every name that they are no longer to be regarded as peculiar to any denomina- 
tion. They are not of recent origin. The Jews from the commencement of 
their polity held them; they were revived by Nehemiah. The Church of Scot- 
land has always observed a similar religious service. No serious Christian can 
object to such meetings, properly conducted, for bringing divine truth to bear 
upon the heart. It is like bringing a number of Sabbaths into immediate suc- 

cession. Religion is placed so prominently before the mind that the world is 
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excluded. The heart is kept fixed upon God ; the cross of Christ is exhibited 
so constantly that its subduing dissolving influence is felt; the utter ruin of the 
sinner is held up so clearly, and his guilt so unceasingly urged upon him, that 
he is led to ask, What shall I do? 

These meetings are to be regarded as extra means ; and if they are repeated so 
frequently as to lose that character, their peculiar efficacy will be lost; nay, they 
may produce a contrary effect, and throw a revival off to a greater distance. 

The most judicious and tried friends of true revivals have felt, that there is 
sume danger to be apprehended from these protracted meetings. ‘They are a 
powerful means of awakening animal feeling, of rousing the publie mind. Such 
means, like the press, or like the power of steam, in the natural world, are to 
be used with great discretion, and under a deep sense of responsibility to God. 

VI. Another mean of promoting a revival is PastorAL vistraTion. We must 
do to the world at home what the church is commanded to do to the world 
abroad, preach the gospel to every creature. Divine truth must be made to 
bear upon every heart. Men throw a shield around them when they hear the 
messages of God in the sanctuary; they take shelter as it were behind the 
erowd; there is a sort of* distribution going on in a large assembly, by which 
an individual receives only a certain portion of the message, or takes to himself 
only a share of the reproof and warning, the whole of which he needs. Maul- 
titudes never enter the house of God; and of those that do, many do not rea- 
lize that the gospel is an overture presented in the name of Christ, a word of 
salvation sent to them from heaven. [If taste is gratified, or the understanding 
instructed, it is all that was expected ;—the heart remains unmoved, the do- 
minion of sin is unbroken, the castle of the strong man is undisturbed. 

‘To remedy an evil so great, and accomplish the object aimed at in the 
appointment of gospel institutions, the salvation of the soul, men must be fol- 
lowed to the fireside, to the place of retirement ; they must be pursued “ through 
every lane of life;” and the claims of God must be urged upun the heart with 
a directness and point which cannot be evaded. ‘The private ear must be 
obtained, and eternal truth uttered in it so honestly that conscience will respond 
to the charge, thou art the man. 

More especially is private dealing necessary to deepen the impression that 
may haye been made by the public ministration of truth. If the preaching of 
the Sabbath be not followed up in the week by frequent visits, the seed sown 
will either be caught away or choked; or, to adopt another illustration of 
Scripture, the goodness that began to appear will pass away like the morning 
cloud and early dew. If repeated application of truth cannot be made, it is often 
wise not to aim to strike a blow; for a heart tempered by such a process of 
softening and hardening may soon become like adamant. 

I have never known a course of faithful affectionate visitation, pursued and 
persisted in, that did not result in a blessing to the church. The kindly feel- 
ings of the heart are awakened: the soil is thus prepared to receive the good 
seed. And sinners are made to feel their individual responsibility. 

Family visitation is indispensable in a system of means to build up the church 
of Christ. Nor is this to be confined to the pastor alone. So many souls are 
agitating the great question, so many causes operate to divert the attention and 
remove impressions of seriousness, that the duty of personal instruction and 
warning must be performed by all the faithful. This is a most difficult duty. 
If it is practicable, each individual of a family should be particularly addressed 
and isolated from the others. ‘These solemn visits should be short, and usually 
closed with prayer ; if good impressions cannot be left, (for it is more important 
to leave a good impression than even to produce one), it is often injudicious to 
make an appeal. 


It is infinitely desirable that the pastor and his helpers should strive together ; 
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that their views of truth and duty should harmonize ; that they should hold the 
same language in respect to the sinner’s guilt and danger, and his immediate 
duty to repent. It is especially necessary that they be perfectly agreed in con- 
versing with those who are inquiring the way to Zion, 

Even pious, well-intentioned persons ofien encourage anxious sinners to 
remain impenitent without being aware of it. ‘This is done not unfrequently by 
expressing unqualified joy at seeing their solicitude about the salvation of their 
souls. ‘This often relieves the pressure upon the conscience, induces a belief 
that they are not in immediate and imminent danger, or such expressions of joy 
would not be made. ‘The very countenance of a Christian ought to preach to 
the sinner, no matter how anxious, and say to him that there is great reason to 
fear he will perish. For many anxious sinners have perished ; they have waited, 
refused to obey God, and thus grieved the Spirit: their deep distress has never 
ended in true joy; and who knows that it may not be so with the sinner before 
us? Can we encourage a rebel heart for a moment? Up to the point of sub- 
mission it is enmity against God. 

Again, others are encouraged by telling them that they are in a good way. 
While they are impenitent, however many tears they may shed, they are in 
their sins, they are resisting the light: how, then, can they be said to be in a 
good way? Is it good to withhold the heart from God !—to reject Jesus Christ? 
Is it good to prolong a controversy with God, and contend still longer with their 
Maker? ‘They are not in a good way; and it is neither scriptural nor safe to 
tell them so. 

We must not consult our sympathies, but the oracles of God, in dealing with 
the souls of men. If the surgeon yielded to his feelings, rather than to his sense 
of duty and the canvictions of his judgment, he might often sacrifice life. 

Some are told to persevere; this may be equally dangerous advice; for if 
they are now cherishing opposition, if they are now finding fault with the law, 
(which is true of every unsubdued heart), how can they be told to persevere in 
such a state? Wo to him that striveth with his Maker, All that can be said 
is, this is a fearful controversy. God will never surrender his claims, nor lower 
his terms. If it do not end in unconditional submission, it will end in eternal © 
destruction. Until the sinner cease to contend, the work is not done. O how 
hard to give God the throne. Proud man would have his own way—but this 
is his ruin. 

Sometimes injury is done, inadvertently, by telling weeping inquirers that 
either yourself or some established Christian of their acquaintance were much 
longer under conviction than they have been—thus justifying their delay, pal- 
liating their rebellion, or flattering a vain hope of future repentance while cher- 
ishing an unsubdued spirit. ‘The Bible makes no distinction. Its language to 
all is, to-day—after so long a time, after so many messages rejected, so many 
mercies abused, so much light resisted—to-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your heart. God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent. 

VIL. I ought not to omit in this enumeration of means to carry forward 
a revival of religion, the appointment of MEETINGS FOR SERIOUS INQUIRERS. 

_ These meetings should not be commenced too soon, upon every appearance 
of quickened attention; nor should they be deferred too long. Their efficacy 
has been so fully tested, that there can be no doubt of their value. 

These meetings, unless very injudiciously conducted, become awfully solemn 
by the presence of God’s Holy Spirit, seen in the deep silence, the tearful coun- 
tenance, the fixed posture of the awakened and burdened sinner. ‘They should 
be short, and be made the place of special instruction to that class who visit them. 

But after all, these special means must be left to the wisdom and experience 
of those who are employed as instruments in the hands of God of carrying for- 
ward his work. One taught of the Spirit and ardently devoted to the cause of 
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Christ will resort to no measures which are not believed to be warranted in the 
Scriptures, and which are found to be exceptionable or injurious. A time of 
refreshing is a period of great responsibility to those who watch for souls, 
Direction as well as help must be sought from God, who made heaven and 
earth, who will give liberally, and without upbraiding. 

And now, brethren, is it not time for us to seek the Lord till he come and rain 
righteousness upon us? Do not men make void God’s law? Are not sinners 
hastening rapidly to ruin?’ Have we not slept long enough over the interests 
of Zion? Have not the vows of God which are upon us been neglected long 
enough? Is it not high time to awake out of sleep? 

Is there not encouragement to seek the Lord? Are there not indications of 
good in many places? Is there no evidence that Jesus is willing to pass this 
way?! Are there not some waiting for him? Why then do we fold our hands? 
Let us arise and call upon God, lest the curse of Meroz fall upon us, because we 
come not up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against themighty. 

Let us arise and build; the God of heaven he will prosper us. Can we be 
indifferent at such a time, when such mighty movements are visible both in the 
kingdom of God, and the kingdom of darkness? No. By all that is desira- 
ble in the salvation of souls, by all that is binding inthe authority.of Jehovah, 


by the love of the Spirit, I beseech you, strive together in prayer and effort for 
advancing the work of God. Amen. 


- © 
ec nes oe 


SERMON CXXXIX. 


BY MARK TUCKER, D.D. 


ALARM TO THE CARELESS. 
Isa. xxxii. 11.—Be troubled, ye careless ones. 


CarELEssness, indifference to religion in a rational being, cannot but excite 
surprise and occasion grief in every serious mind. Religion is an infinite reality ; 
the gospel is a true record, and worthy of all acceptation ; its claims are high 
and paramount to every other; the doctrine of immortality is clearly brought to 
light in it; we are fully taught that the present life is a probationary season, 
and we cannot but know that in an unexpected moment we may be called to 
give an account of the deeds done inthe body. And can any be found in these 
solemn circumstances indifferent to their highest interests? What shall be said 
of the man who cares for none of these things which the infinite God has revealed, 
into which the angels desire to look, which are not vain—either doubtful or un- 
important; but of unutterable value, and will stand when heaven and earth shall 
pass away? 

It makes the heart of a minister sad to know that there are those among his 
flock who neglect their souls; nor can he be faithful to them without dropping a 
note of warning upon their ear. Let us inquire, then, with great plainness, 

I. Whe are the esareless ones ?—and, 

Il. Why should they be troubled? 

1. Those are careless ones who neglect the Bible. This precious volume is 
the voice of God to a perishing world. Its main object is to rouse the attention 
of sinners to the subject of salvation. It leaves philosophy to the learned—the 
arts to the ingenious—and comes, in solemn tones and with awful authority, to 
the heart and conscience on the great business of life and immortality. It 
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claims and it deserves attention. It requires us to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. ‘Those who disbelieve this message and they who 
suffer it to be unopened and unexamined are in the same condemnation. 

That man must be indifferent to the welfare of his country who never 
examines the principles of its constitution, nor reads the journals of its history ; 
who is ignorant of the character of its laws, and the doings of its legislators. 
And is he not a careless one, on the most momentous of all subjects, who sel- 
dom reads the record of eternal life; who is at no pains to become acquainted 
with his duty and his destiny? The man who neglects the Bible can never be 
regarded as a serious man. The views it gives of God, of Christ, of account- 
ability, of our relations to other beings and other worlds, cannot fail to affect the 
heart. ‘The very reason why many read it so little, is to avoid reflection on 
these great subjects. 

2. Those are careless ones who neglect prayer. This is exclusively a re- 
ligious observance : all who have any proper feelings towards God must regard 
it as asolemn duty. Even the light of nature teaches its necessity and import- 
ance.. In the sacred Scriptures it is enjoined with great earnestness. We are 
directed to pray always with all prayer and supplication. Soon as the Holy 
Spirit awakens any deep solicitude about salvation, we think of prayer. Prayer 
is the language of dependance and of want; and whenever we think of either we 
are disposed to pray. The man, therefore, who casts off fear and restrains 
prayer before God, who neglects his closet, who never or seldom bows his 
knees before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, is a careless one. 

3. Those who neglect the Sabbath. ‘The Sabbath was made for: man, not 
man for the Sabbath. It was appointed for his convenience and for his spiritual 
good. Apart from its beneficial influence upon society and upon every temporal 
interest, it is an institution of unspeakable importance from its bearing upon 
eternity. In fact, there is no religion without it. ‘The neighborhood, the 
family, the individual that wilfully violates the Sabbath is destitute of religion. 
You perceive with what propriety they are denominated careless ones who dis- 
regard this holy day, who pervert its sacred design by attending to secular con- 
cerns, who waste the day in indolence, or spend it in riding or walking, in* 
reading newspapers or novels. ‘ 

4, Those who neglect the institutions of the sanctuary. It is a faithful 
saying that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. ‘The special 
object of the means appointed by the great Head of the Church is to secure 
that high end. ‘The design of the ministry of reconciliation is mentioned in the 
commission given to Paul, to open blind eyes, and turn men from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Whenever any become anxious 
to know what they must do to be saved, they begin to prize the preaching of the 
gospel, and will be at any pains to hear the words of eternal life. On the other 
hand, just in proportion as the interest in religion declines will be indifference to 
the means of grace. See you aman who makes his attendance upon the services 
of God’s house a matter of convenience, who avails himself of almost any 
excuse—a short distance, a slight variation in the weather, a trifling bodily in- 
disposition—to be absent from the place of worship, who is there but irregu- 
larly, be assured he gives unequivocal proof that religion has very little hold 

upon him,—he is a careless one. And the same is true of him who through 
the entire week is so absorbed in the pursuits of this life that he has neither lei- 
sure nor disposition to attend the place of social worship. 

5. In a word, those are careless ones who live in impenitence and unbelief. 
Repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ are indispensable 
to salvation. They are the distinguishing duties of the gospel. The great 
interests of the soul cannot be secured without them. No man can be said to 
take heed to the things that belong to his peace, while living in disobedience to 
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the first and great commands of Christ—to repent and do works meet for 
repentance—and with the heart to believe on the Son of God. 

II. We proceed to inquire why such ought to be troubled. 

In entering upon this part of the subject we are met with a discouragement. 
Those who are indifferent are disposed to remain so—carelessness perpetuates 
itself. So long as you continue thus, no matter how deeply we feel, or how 
earnestly we preach, we must return to our closet and inquire, with a sad spirit, 
who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? 

Still it is by prophesying over dry bones that they are to live. I entreat 
your serious attention while I present some reasons why you ought to be troubled. 

1. The fact that you are careless is a ground of alarm. It is evidence that 
you do not reflect upon God; for no sinner can think of Him and not be 
troubled. One hour’s deep and solemn meditation upon his omniscience, his 
purity, and righteousness, would break up your apathy. Did you think of your 
relation to Him, his goodness to you, your obligations to Him, you could not 
be at ease. Ought you not to be troubled that you are surrounded by Jehovah, 
that you are in his hands, every moment liable to be summoned to his bar, and 
still indifferent, asleep in your sins? Your carelessness is evidence that you 
are ignorant of your true condition in the sight of God; for who, that realizes 
the guilt and exposure of transgression, the holy nature and fearful penalty of 
the law, and feels that he has broken that law and incurred that penalty, will 
not tremble? ‘There is something truly frightful in false security, where the 
danger is real and great. Who does not pity the poor deluded victim of intem- 
perance, who hds just passed the line that decided his character as a drunkard ? 
He still cries there is no danger—he dreams of happiness and respectability, 
while the hand of death is upon him ; his fancied security is the most alarming 
symptom: could he be made to feel his danger there would be hope ; but this 
he will not see, and his indifference is the touch of death. 

Who, that had seen the prodigal in the midst of his cups and revels, forgetful 
of his father’s prayers and reckless of his approaching ruin, would not have 
wept over his guilty thoughtlessness? If just then he had been admonished of 

‘his danger, he would doubtless have replied in anger, as the sinner often does, 
“ Your sympathy is uncalled for, your solicitude is needless ; my resources are 
not yet exhausted, nor do I intend to become the slave of indulgence; an occa- 
sional liberty may be taken without hazard.”—-Ah ! how little did the wayward 
youth know of the wiles of the destroyer. He was then undone, but he had not 
yet come to himself to see it. 

And such is your condition, careless sinner, but you know it not. A disease 
which no human skill can remove is upon your soul ; it infects your blood, has 
penetrated your nature through ; and yet you are whole in your own estimation, 
and need not a physician. Your apathy is the dark symptom in your case. 

You are condemned, the sentence of death lies against you; and yet you are 
secure. Just in proportion to the character of the sentence, the nearness and 
certainty of its execution, is the fearfulness of the indifference you manifest. If 
it were a temporal loss, or the abridgment of personal liberty for life, it could be 
borne, apathy would not be so appalling ; but when we remember that the sen- 
tence that lies against you is eternal death, imprisonment in hell—that God is 
the Judge who pronounced it—that this very night your soul may be required 
of you, we know not how to express our sense of the deep criminality of such 
carelessness. O be troubled, ye careless ones! 

2. Another reason of alarm is, that this indifference indicates a state of mind 
in which every blessing will be abused, and every warning neglected. 

The sinner’s heart is represented by the barren heath of the desert, which 
knoweth not when good cometh—that receives the sweet showers of heaven, 
but makes no return. While this apathy remains, the goodness of God may~be 
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lavished upon you, the tlessings of Providence may fall around you, the kind- 
ness and love of God our Savior may be shown you, and no gratitude spring up 
in your heart, no tears of repentance flow. Should it not trouble you to have 
such a heart? While it is cherished the Savior may weep over you, the min- 
isters of the gospel may exhort and entreat with all long-suffering and doctrine 
to no purpose—the tears of the Son of God may be shed in vain, and his 
ministers may plead in vain. How affecting that indifference, which, while it 
continues, renders all the methods of God’s mercy to reclaim and save sinners 
ineffectual. Is not such a state of mind truly deplorable? A habit of body that 
would render every thing received for nourishment or for medicine perfectly 
useless would be dreadful ; what then must be that moral disease which leads 
men to pervert every gift, to turn away from every overture, to resist every 
motive. Every prayer you hear leaves you far from God—every chapter of the 
Bible read is without effect—every sermon you hear, every funeral you attend, 
leaves you still in love with the world. ‘Thus all the diversified means which a 
merciful God employs accomplishes nothing for your highest good; and this 
because you are careless. 

3. You ought to be troubled when you reflect what it is you are careless 
about, viz. your salvation. The man who is indifferent about his health is 
unwise enough ; he who is regardless of his temporal interests can expect little 
commiseration: what then shall be said of him who hazards the salvation of 
the soul by neglect. You are here on probation fur eternity. Christ has died 
that you might live—salvation is offered in his name— indifference is unbelief. 
In an hour you think not of, you may be called to render up your account; by 
mere neglect, by this indifference you now manifest, you may lose heaven— 
eternal death is the fruit of a careless life, and this you may reap before to- 
morrow morning. What folly, what infatuation to expose your immortal inter- 
ests when nothing is to be gained. O ye careless ones, awake out of sleep— 
you have too much at stake to waste so much of this short life. If you would 
only pause, you could not fail to see the inconsistency of being so eager after 
the vanities of this world, while you are negligent of the realities of the world 
to come; of being so intent upon the acquisition of wealth, that may take to 
itself wings’ and fly away, while you are indifferent about the true riches; of 
grasping after momentary honor, while you !et go immortal glory. 

4. Another cause of alarm is found in the exposure of your present condition. 
Neglect of the gospel is enough to ensure destruction. How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation? Many seem to think, if they escape those out- 
breaking sins which bring ruin upon men in this world, they are in no danger of 
the fearful gulf in the next ; but this is a fatal mistake. Careless sinner, if you 
had never uttered a falsehood, or injured a neighbor, or stained your hands 
with a single trespass against society, you would still be in the gall of bitter- 
ness—your apathy is a crime for which no amiableness-or morality can atone. 
You have never thought enough of God to know or to love him, or of Christ to 
believe in and follow him; of heaven to lay up your treasures there. Were 
you to die to-day in your present state of mind, your alienation of heart, your 
indifference to religion would exclude you from the kingdom of God. Nor 
would there be any thing arbitrary in this. A heart that is insensible to the 
claims of the gospel, that is cold and unmoved by the affecting scenes of Cal- 
vary—a sinner that can stand all the day of his probation idle, in such a world 
as this, surely is not meet for the inheritance of the saints. Were you, there- 
fore, not to commit another sin, were you to remain stationary as to moral 
character, you would be lost. By all that is heart-rending in the idea of eter- 
nal banishment from God, in the thought of lying down in everlasting sorrow, I 
would arouse you to reflection, and entreat you to lay these things to heart. 

.. 5. Another consideration is, no more powerful means will be employed to 














142 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


awaken you to the concerns of your soul. You must know you cannot be 
saved in your present carelessness and indifference. You do not expect it. 
Consider what God has done to induce you to seek Him. His words are full 
of point and emphasis, calculated to carry conviction to every heart, to seal up 
every mouth, and to sweep away every excuse: What could have been done 
more to my vineyard that I have not done in it? How often would I have 
gathered you, and you would not. That you might know God, his works have 
been spread out before you, showing forth his attributes; that you might early 
begin to serve him, parents and teachers have instructed you from the -first 
dawn of moral being ; that you might be convinced of sin, the broad and pierc- 
ing light of the law has shined down into your heart ; its high and holy precepts 
have been placed beside your conduct, that you might mark your deficiency; 
that you might escape the wrath of God, the Lamb that was slain from. the 
foundation of the world has been set forth as the propitiation for sin. Min- 
isters have preached, Christian friends have entreated, the Holy Spirit has been 
sent down to visit your heart, and still you are careless and unconcerned about 
the most solemn subject in the universe. Are you waiting to be moved? There 
is enough now bearing upon your heart to excite half the heathen world. The 
presence of one missionary moves all Birmah. The heathen have heard there 
is an eternal hell, and they are afraid of it; but you sit unmoved. They have 
learned there is an eternal God, and they desire to know Him ; but you say, 
Depart from us, we desire not a knowledge of thy ways. They ask for tracts, 
while some here will not receive them into their houses. They regard with 
unspeakable interest a servant of Jesus Christ, and will take a three months’ 
journey to enjoy the privilege of listening to his words ; while you will suffer him 
to stand and stretch forth his hands without heeding his message. Ah! the poor 
heathen will rise up in the judgment and condemn you. 

O ye careless ones, what shall be done to disturb your deep slumbers? If 
one rising from the dead would not make those hear who had Moses and the 
prophets, what new thing, or solemn thing, shall be said to them who, in addi- 
tion, have Christ and the apostles? There is every reason to fear you will 
still sleep on. ‘The fact that you.are on the slippery brink of ruin, on the sides 
of a volcano ready to burst forth, does not alarm you; the fact that God 
stoops to warn you, and that he will not send another gospel, or make another 
display of his love before you, excites no interest. We are ready to exclaim 
with the prophet, Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night over the stupidity of sinners. 

6. This carelessness is induced ; it is not natural. When men first begin to 
violate their obligations, to depart from the living God, to live without prayer, to 
indulge in sin, conscience reproaches, their hearts smite them, sleep forsakes 
their eyes. A long process of hardening the heart is gone through with, before 
such a state of apathy is reached. Your indifference has all the force of habit, 
What saith the Scripture: Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots? Then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. A 
deceived heart turns the sinner aside, so that he cannot deliver his soul, nor 
say, Is there not a lie in my right hand? A state of indifference, induced by 
the habit of neglecting the gospel fo years, will not be easily broken up. Nov- 
elty, which is a powerful auxiliary to truth, is lost upon such. If the mighty 
works which Christ wrought in Chorazin and Bethsaida, but which lost their 
effect by repetition, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, heathen cities, the first 
impression of such stupendous power had struck every mind—they would have 
repented. And if the same truths, which now leave careless sinners here 
indifferent, were delivered in the name of Christ to many sinners inhabiting the 
waste places of Zion, they would doubtless turn to the Lord. 

This indifference, of which God complains, is voluntary. Go thy way, said 
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Felix to Paul, when I have a convenient season I will call for thee. He made 
his seriousness yield to his convenience. Who will say he was under a necessity 
to dismiss the apostle? He says no such thing. He might have taken a dif- 
ferent course. And so might you have done, careless hearer; for you were not 
always as indifferent as you now are. When eternal things were pressed upon 
your regard, when the commandment came home to your heart, when the truth 
of God was felt, or a solemn providence filled you with seriousness, when you 
were agitating the question whether you should arise and go to your Father 
with the prodigal’s confession upon your lips, who will say that an iron neces- 
sity bound you to the fatal course you took? What but a perverse will, an 
unbelieving heart, led you to dismiss your fears, to abandon your closet, to 
forsake the meeting for social prayer, to go back to the world? Ah! you must 
know that you acted deliberately ; you would not come to Christ that you might 
have life; and now, if you die in your sins, if the Spirit of God never again 
awaken you, if you are left to sleep the sleep of spiritual and eternal death, it 
will be for ever true, that God called, and you refused; that he knocked at the 
door of your heart, and you would not open to him ; that he stretched out his 
hands, and you would not regard him ; that he sent his ministers to beseech you 
to be reconciled, and that you hated knowledge, and despised all his reproofs. 

7. Another reason why you should be troubled is, this carelessness is a state 
of mind that provokes God to withdraw his spirit. This dead indifference 
springs from deep depravity; it is deeply criminal. If the heart were not 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, men would not be so insen- 
sible to divine things. In heaven there is no apathy ; there ought to be none 
on earth. The truths of God possess sufficient interest and weight to excite 
every sensibility, to awaken every power. Must it not offend the Author of 
this record, to say that he has failed to reveal himself in a way 1o in- 
terest his creatures? They can be interested—a romance, a fictitious scene, a 
work of the imagination, can hold them waking till midnight, while the gospel is 
nodded over, or wholly neglected. Ah! the cause is to be sought, not in the 
inspired record, but in the heart; it is enmity against God, not sulject to his 
law, neither indeed can be. Men reject Christ because their deeds are evil ; and 
continuing to reject him, they are in danger of being given up to blindness of 
mind, and hardness of heart. All habits gather strength by repetition. ‘The 
man who sinned against his conscience the last Sabbath will be more likely to 
sin against it to-day. He who stifled conviction then is probably more disposed 
todo it now. In this way, God is provoked to leave them. His Spirit will not 
always strive with man. ‘The sinner first sinks into indifference before he sinks 
into judicial sleep. O how many who were apparently not far from the king- 
dom of God relapse into stupidity, and never awake out of it. They have eyes, 
but they see not ; their ears are dull of hearing, their hearts have waxed gross, 
so that they will not turn to the Lord. Wo unto you when God departs 
from you. This is no uncommon case. In ancient times, God said, My people 
would not hearken to my voice; so I gave them up to their own heart's lusts. 
He then spake by prophets. If unbelief under the Old Testament dispensation 
thus provoked him, how must he regard those who reject his Son? You shall 
hear. Says Jesus Christ, O that they had known in this their day the things 
which belong to their peace ; but now they are hidden from their eyes. God spake 
to the heathen, says the apostle, so as to take away excuse even from them ; 
but they refused to hear, and their punishment is thus described: Because they 
liked not to retain God in their knowledge, he gave them up to a reprobate mind. 
And what will he do to those who turn away from him who speaks from 
heaven ? 

Let me say, in conclusion, your indifference will ultimately be broken up, and 
will aggravate your condemnation a thousand fold. The wrath of God is 
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revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness of men; and though the 
retribution sleep, it will come, and will not tarry. The measure of iniquity 
may be long filling up; but when it is full the judgment will be inflicted. 
The Jews were spared forty years after the Savior wept over their devoted city, 
and in the midst of his tears pronounced the irreversible sentence ; but the cloud 
bufst at length, and swept them away. 

And, careless sinner, you may be continued,—the Sabbath may dawn upon 
“you,—the voice of prayer may fall upon your ears, while you sleep securely in 
your sins ; but the summons of death will come: Give an account of thy stew- 
ardship, for thou mayst be no longer steward. You may reject the gospel, and 
despise its overtures, but that summons you cannot reject, that mandate you 
cannot despise. Then you will be indifferent no longer. Your dream of delu- 
sion will be dissipated ; your vain thoughts will be expelled ; your sweet hopes 
will perish like the spider's web. The awfvl realities of judgment and eternity 
will produce'a conviction which will deepen for ever ; the trial of the last day 
will correct your errors; the sentence of the Judge will destroy your self-com- 
placency ; the chains and darkness of the eternal prison will convince you, too 
late, that God is righteous when he judgeth. 

O, to awake in the world of despair, and find, from the actual infliction of 
God’s wrath, what an evil thing it is to sin against God ; to know, by irrepa- 
rable loss, the value of blessings despised, of blood trampled in the dust, of 
grace rejected! How will it imbitter the soul to dwell upon scenes once 
passed through on earth, during a short probationary season! ‘The light that 
now shines, if it do not guide to heaven, will add deeper shades to the 
darkness of the pit. Recollection will be an endless source of misery to the 
lost. Son, said Jesus Christ to the rich man in torment, REMEMBER that thou 
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things. What words can express the anguish 
of that soul thus reminded of lost opportunities, of slighted offers, of a Savior 
rejected, and a Spirit grieved? “O, had it not been for my foolish pride, my 
senseless avarice, I might now have .been robed in purity, and seated at God’s 
right hand: but I would not yield to the truth—I contended with God, and 
justly perish.” Let these anticipated lamentations from the world of wo rouse 
you to a determined effort to throw off this lethargy that now settles upon 
you—call upon God—cast yourself at his feet—act for eternity with a more 
than mortal resolution—settle the point to-day, as you will wish you had done, 
at the judgment—you cannot be indifferent to religion long—there is but a step 
between you and death—O be indifferent no longer—if you wrap yourself in 
the delusion that to-morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant— 
that time will be given you for repentance, though you now bury your talents 
and neglect the means of grace; in such an hour as you think not the avenger 
of blood may be upon you, and you may perish miserably for your presump- 
tion. Will you not, then, from this moment seek the Lord with your whole heart ? 
Will you not call upon him while he is near? Will you run the desperate 
hazard of having all this work to perform on a dying bed? Defer the work, 
and your “ dreadful end” may only furnish another warning to such as in health 
“forget God.” But now give him your heart, and your life shall be peace, death 


a welcome messenger, and your eternity a scene of unmingled happiness and 
triumphant glory. AMEN. 














